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TAGS: MARR, ASEC, PGOV, PREL, CASC, PHUM, VE 
SUBJECT: SITREP 16/ ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS/ FINAL 
SITREP, AS OF 0800 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 


REF: CARACAS 12490 (AND PREVIOUS) 


1. RADIO AND TELEVISION REPORTS INDICATE THAT CARACAS 
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PASSED A QUIET NIGHT, NOVEMBER 29-30. AS OF 0800, THE 
CITY APPEARS TO BE STARTING A NORMAL BUSINESS DAY. 


2. CASUALTY REPORTS FROM CARACAS AND OTHER CITIES ARE 
FIRMING UP AND INDICATE THAT THE TACTICS OF THE REBELS, 
ESPECIALLY THEIR USE OF AERIAL BOMBING, CAUSED 
SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER LOSSES THIS TIME THAN IN THE FEBRUARY 
4 COUP ATTEMPT, DESPITE THE SMALLER NUMBERS OF REBELS THAT 
FOUGHT THIS TIME. IN FEBRUARY, ABOUT 50 PERSONS WERE 
KILLED, NEARLY ALL OF THEM MILITARY ON ONE SIDE OR THE 
OTHER. THIS TIME, CARACAS PRESS REPORTS CLAIM 142 DEAD 
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CIVILIANS, 19 ARMY, 3 AIR FORCE, 5 UNG SHED. AT 


LEAST A FEW MUNICIPAL POLICE AND DISIP (SECURITY POLICE). 
WOUNDED INCLUDE AT LEAST 95 MILITARY (INCLUDING BOTH 
SIDES) AND LARGE NUMBERS OF CIVILIANS. IT IS NOT YET 
CLEAR WHETHER THESE LOSSES INCLUDE THOSE KILLED IN A 
BLOODY TWO-DAY REBELLION OF THE PRISONERS AT THE "RETEN DE 
CATIA" IN WESTERN CARACAS; MEDIA REPORT AT LEAST 45 
PRISONERS ARE DEAD AND PERHAPS HUNDREDS WOUNDED. (ALL 
AMERICAN PRISONERS IN THE RETEN DE CATIA HAD BEEN MOVED TO 
OTHER PRISONS, AT EMBASSY'S INITIATIVE WITH THE GOV, IN 
RECENT WEEKS.) SEPARATELY, PRESS REPORTS 9 DEAD AND 32 
WOUNDED IN MARACAY, NEARLY ALL ON THE AIR BASE 
"LIBERTADOR". ALTHOUGH THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS 
GENERALLY QUIET, THERE WERE A HANDFUL OF CASUALTIES MORE 
OR LESS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE COUP ATTEMPT AND 
SUBSEQUENT STREET DISORDERS. IT APPEARS, THEREFORE, THAT 
THE TOTAL KIA WILL BE AT LEAST 200, AND PERHAPS HIGHER. 


3. PRESS REPORTS (CONFIRMED BY FORMIN OCHOA, AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY MENTIONED BY PRESIDENT PEREZ TO US, SEPTEL) 
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HAVE IDENTIFED A NAVY GROUND FORCE OF ABOUT 50 MEN WHICH 
SUPPORTED THE REBELLION AS THE "SPECIAL OPERATIONS UNIT" 
(UOPE), AN ELITE UNIT WHICH HAD RECEIVED FOREIGN TRAINING 
IN HOSTAGE RESCUE AND OTHER COMMANDO TECHNIQUES. 
SEPARATELY, PRESS CONFIRMS THAT AT LEAST ONE CARACAS 
POLICE UNIT, THE "ZETA" FORCE OF 34 MEN, DESERTED TO THE 
REBELS DURING THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 26-27 AND ALLEGEDLY 
ASSISTED THEM IN THE TAKE-OVER OF CHANNEL 8 TELEVISION. 


4. MINISTER OF DEFENSE GEN. IVAN JIMENEZ, IN HIS PUBLIC 
STATEMENT NOVEMBER 28, CONFIRMED THAT 500 OFFICERS AND 
NCO'S ARE IN CUSTODY, AND ABOUT 700 PRIVATES, FOR THEIR 
ROLE IN THE REBELLION. JIMENEZ ACCUSED THE BANDERA ROJA 
AND TERCER CAMINO FAR-LEFTIST GUERRILLA GROUPS OF BEING 
BEHIND THE "JULY 5 MOVEMENT" WHICH ORGANIZED THE LATEST 
ATTEMPT. IN THAT REGARD, HE REVEALED THAT AN ARMED 
CONFRONTATION OCCURRED NOVEMBER 24 NEAR THE TOWN OF 
CUMANACOA (IN THE HILLS OF SUCRE STATE, SEVERAL HOURS EAST 
OF CARACAS, AN AREA PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AS A POSSIBLE SITE 
FOR SMALL GUERRILLA GROUPS). IN THIS FIGHT, A PRINCIPAL 
LEADER OF BANDERA ROJA, GABRIEL PUERTA APONTE, WAS 

KILLED. DESPITE THIS LOSS, A BANDERA ROJA GROUP ATTEMPTED 
TO ATTACK THE PROVINCIAL TOWN OF ZARAZA DURING THE COUP 
ATTEMPT, BUT WAS DRIVEN OFF WITH THE LOSS OF 5 REBELS DEAD 
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AND ONE NATIONAL GUARD LOYALIST wou CL 48 etry ED 


ANNOUNCED ALSO THAT BANDERA ROJA'S TIES TO THE MBR-200 
(THE CHAVEZ GROUP, NEARLY ALL OF WHOSE LEADERS ARE STILL 
IN JAIL FROM THE FEBRUARY ATTEMPT) WERE BEING INVESTIGATED. 


5. SEPARATELY, MINISTER OF INTERIOR LUIS PINERUA STATED 
NOVEMBER 28 THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS STILL SEEKING THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CIVILIAN LEADERS INVOLVED IN THE COUP ATTEMPT; HE REFUSED 
TO REVEAL HOW MANY CIVILIANS WERE ALREADY IN CUSTODY. 
PRESS REPORTS NOVEMBER 30 THAT RETIRED GENERAL MULLER 
ROJAS, A MILITARY INTELLECTUAL AND IDEOLOGUE OF THE 
GOLPISTAS (THOUGH WITHOUT INFLUENCE ON ACTIVE TROOPS) HAS 
BEEN DETAINED. PRESS REPORTS INDICATED THAT POLICE ARE 
SEEKING ELDERLY LEFTIST INTELLECTUAL DOMINGO ALBERTO 
RANGEL (WHO IS, COINCIDENTALLY, THE FATHER OF EX-MINISTER 
OF THE PRESIDENCY BEATRICE RANGEL). 


6. JIMENEZ CONFIRMED THAT AMONG THE PRINCIPAL MILITARY 
LEADERS OF THE ATTEMPT WERE AIR FORCE GENERAL FRANCISCO 
VISCONTI OSORIO, NAVY REAR ADMIRALS LUIS CABRERA AGUIRRE 
AND HERNAN GRUBER ODREMAN, ARMY COLONEL HIGINIO CASTRO, AN 


ARMY LT. COLONEL, A NATIONAL GUARD LT. COL., AND A NAVY 
CAPTAIN. JIMENEZ NOTED THAT THE TWO ADMIRALS ARE IN 
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CUSTODY BUT THAT GEN. VISCONTI AND OTHERS, "WHO WERE NOT 

LOYAL EVEN TO THEIR SUBORDINATES" HAD FLED TO PERU. 

JIMENEZ STRESSED THE LOYALTY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

GREAT BULK OF THE ARMED FORCES, AND "GUARANTEED" THAT THE 

DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD ON SCHEDULE. JIMENEZ 
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STATED THAT THE COUP PLOT HAD BEEN FOR NOVEMBER 24, 
CHANGED TO NOVEMBER 30, THEN ACCELERATED TO NOVEMBER 27. 
"THE COUP GOT MOVED UP ON US" (EL GOLPE SE NOS ADELANTO) . 
SEPARATELY, PRESS REPORTS THAT UNDER SUMMARY MILITARY 
JUSTICE, AUTHORIZED BY PRESIDENT PEREZ IN A DECREE OF 
NOVEMBER 28, THE REBELS CAN BE SENTENCED WITHIN THE NEXT 
10 DAYS FOR THE CRIME OF MILITARY REBELLION, WHICH CARRIES 
A SENTENCE OF UP TO 30 YEARS. (NOTE: THIS QUICK JUSTICE, 
IF ACTUALLY CARRIED OUT, WILL BE A MARKED CHANGE FROM THE 
KID-GLOVES TREATMENT THAT FOLLOWED FEBRUARY 4.) 


7. PRESS REPORTS OF NOVEMBER 29, WITH PHOTOS, CONFIRM 
THAT AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO FREE LT. COL. CHAVEZ AND THE 
TOP MBR-200 LEADERS FROM THEIR RURAL PRISON IN YARE ON THE 
DAY OF THE COUP ATTEMPT. A GROUP OF UP TO 30 ARMED REBELS 
WITH A BULL-DOZER RAMMED THE GATE, BUT WERE DRIVEN OFF BY 
MILITARY PRISON GUARDS. 
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8. ALL PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN CARACAS AND THE 
COASTAL DISTRICT (LA GUAIRA AND MAIQUETIA) ARE CLOSED 
UNTIL DECEMBER 7 BY ORDER OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. 
MOST SCHOOLS WOULD HAVE BEEN CLOSED FOR A BRIEFER PERIOD 
ANYWAY, BECAUSE OF THEIR USE AS POLLING PLACES FOR THE 
DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. EVIDENTLY, THE GOV HAS DECIDED THAT 
A COOLING-OFF PERIOD MIGHT BE HELPFUL. TWO OF THE SCHOOLS 
USED BY AMERICAN DEPENDENTS (C.I.C. AND THE BRITISH 
SCHOOL) WILL BE CLOSED AT LEAST MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, AT 
WHICH TIME SCHOOL AUTHORITIES WILL CONSIDER WHETHER IT IS 
PRUDENT TO REOPEN. CAMPO ALEGRE HAS ELECTED TO STAY OPEN. 


9. THE CENTRAL UNIVERSITY (UCV) CAMPUS IN CARACAS WAS 
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INDEED OCCUPIED BY LOYALIST FORCES NOVEMBER 27-28 AS 
REPORTED REFTELS. REPORTEDLY, ABOUT 400 NATIONAL GUARD 
TROOPS AND 5 LIGHT TANKS WERE USED IN THE OPERATION. 
THERE ARE UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF SOME CASUALTIES AMONG 
STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS DURING A ROUND-UP OF ALLEGED COUP 
SUPPORTERS AND WEAPONS. 


10. PRESIDENT PEREZ, DURING A NOVEMBER 28 APPEARANCE AT 
THE FUNERAL OF FALLEN LOYALIST TROOPS (WHOM HE DECORATED 
AND POSTUMOUSLY PROMOTED) SPOKE BRIEFLY BUT ELOQUENTLY. 

HE CALLED ON ALL VENEZUELANS TO REFLECT, SO THAT "VIOLENCE 
DOES NOT RETURN ANOTHER TIME” TO THE COUNTRY, ADDING THAT 
"NOW IS NOT THE TIME FOR VENGEANCE OR HATREDS." 


11. POLITICAL RECRIMINATIONS HAVE BEGUN. (WE WILL REPORT 
SEPARATELY AND MORE BROADLY.) FOR EXAMPLE, ANIBAL ROMERO, 
A POLITICAL SCIENTIST AND JOURNALIST WHO IS ALSO A CLOSE 
AIDE OF COPEI LEADER EDUARDO FERNANDEZ, SAVAGELY ATTACKED 
FERNANDEZ' RIVAL RAFAEL CALDERA IN A NOVEMBER 29 NEWSPAPER 
COLUMN, THREE TIMES CALLING CALDERA "THE LAWYER OF THE 
GOLPISTAS" AND PREDICTING THAT THE FAILURE OF THE COUP AND 
OF THE PEOPLE TO SUPPORT IT WOULD SERIOUSLY UNDERCUT 
CALDERA'S POSITION. 


12. THE MAJOR PARTIES (AD AND COPEI) ARE ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT GOING AHEAD WITH DECEMBER 6 STATE AND LOCAL 
ELECTIONS, EVIDENTLY BELIEVING THAT THEY WILL HAVE A 
LEGITIMIZING EFFECT ON THE EXISTING POLITICAL STRUCTURE 
AND ALSO HOPING THAT A POPULAR REACTION AGAINST THE 
BRUTALITY OF THE COUP ATTEMPT MAY HURT PARTIES PRECEIVED 
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AS LEFTIST. EVIDENTLY THE movement ia! Set ED (MAS) 
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AGREES; A MAS PARTY SPOKESMAN ON NOVEMBER 28 CALLED FOR 
DELAYING THE ELECTIONS LEST THE AD PARTY, IN PARTICULAR, 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION TO HELP ITSELF 
ELECTORALLY. 


13. A PREVIOSULY UNKNOWN "COMANDANTE CHACON", SAID TO 
HAVE BEEN A REBEL LEADER AND STILL AT LIBERTY, GAVE A 
PRESS INTERVIEW NOVEMBER 28 IN WHICH HE ADMITTED THAT THE 
LATEST ATTEMPT CONTAINED TACTICAL ERRORS, BUT HE PROMISED 
"THE THIRD TIME IS THE WINNER". (LA TERCERA ES LA 
VENCIDA). HE EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT MORE CIVILIANS HAD 
NOT TURNED OUT ON THE STREETS IN SUPPORT OF THE REBELLION, 
BUT NOTED AS A POSITIVE POINT THAT THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME 
THE REBELS HAD MANAGED TO COORDINATE ELEMENTS OF ALL THREE 
REGULAR MILITARY SERVICES PLUS POLICE AND NATIONAL 
GAURDSMEN. "THE NEXT TIME, WE WON'T FAIL." 
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14. THIS IS THE LAST EMBASSY MESSAGE IN THE SITREP 
SERIES; FURTHER REPORTING ABOUT THE COUP ATTEMPT AND ITS 
AFTERMATH WILL BE DONE IN NORMAL MESSAGE FORMATS. 
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